Subacute cerebellar syndrome as the first manifestation of AIDS dementia complex.
A patient presented with a subacute cerebellar syndrome in absence of cognitive impairment or other symptoms. He became demented several months after the onset of the disease. Necropsy demonstrated the typical features of the AIDS dementia complex and severe loss of Purkinje cells of the cerebellum. Patients with subacute cerebellar dysfunction should be evaluated for the presence of human immunodeficiency virus infection.